
Maria Höhn and 
Martin Klimke, 
both German his-
torians, are causing 

quite a stir in the U.S. with their 
fi eld of research: the relationship 
between black American soldiers 
that served in Germany and the 
civil rights struggle in the U.S. In 
the former land of the Nazis of 
all places, black American GIs 
learned that their lives could be 
better than back home, where the 
law supported racial segregation. 
In Germany, they came and went 
as they pleased and could even 
date white women. This “unex-
pected freedom” that the soldiers 
experienced ended up stoking the 
civil rights movement back home.

The oldest, most renowned civil 
rights organization in the U.S., 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), will be offi cially pre-
senting the Julius E. Williams 
Distinguished Community Ser-
vice Award to Höhn and Klimke’s 
umbrella project (The Civil Rights 
Struggle, African American GIs, 
and Germany) in July. 

The Atlantic Times spoke with 
Höhn.

Ms. Höhn, you teach and do 
research on racism and the occu-
pying U.S. troops in postwar 
Germany. Should a German be 
allowed to write about that?

Maria Höhn: The main subject 
of my dissertation, which I com-
pleted in 1995, was racism between 
Germans and black American sol-
diers, particularly focusing on the 
Americans in Rhineland-Palatinate. 
During subsequent research, Amer-
ican war veterans told me that 
they had experienced Germany as 
a kind of liberation. They encour-
aged me to further explore the topic 
of American racism and the racial 
segregation that still existed in the 
military back then.

Of course, sometimes members 
of my American audience became 
outraged and indignant. I will never 
forget a woman who stood up and 
asked me how I, as a German, 
could dare to speak about racism 
in America. My fi ndings have also 
put a few dents in the myth of the 
“Greatest Generation.”

To what extent did the “German 
experience” impact the civil rights 
movement in the U.S.?

Germany was a very special 
place for black soldiers because 
in Germany, they experienced a 
society without legal restrictions 
based on race for the fi rst time. 
When they came to Germany, the 
land of Hitler and Nazism, they 
thought they would have a rough 
time as black soldiers. But in real-
ity, they experienced the exact 
opposite. The “black” press in 
the U.S. reported that the soldiers 
were being treated very well and 
that they could go into any bar or 
restaurant – and even date white 
women. Logically, the question 
that followed was: Why could 
Germany abolish segregationist 
legislation but not America?

Many of the great civil rights 
activists were in the military before 

they joined the civil rights move-
ment. They came back to Amer-
ica and although they had not 
been politically active previously, 
decided to commit their lives to 
civil rights. The NAACP had a 
growth spurt like never before at 
that time. 

And racism had disappeared 
from Germany with the swish of 
a magic wand?

Of course not! In Rhineland-
Palatinate for example, Holocaust 
survivors – the Eastern European 
Jews who arrived there with the 
Americans – ran many of the res-
taurants and clubs frequented by 
the soldiers. Anti-Semitism and 
racism in regard to the African 
American soldiers came to a head 
in the debates surrounding these 
clubs. Some people argued that 
by running clubs for black sol-
diers, the Jews were opening up 
the fl oodgates for immorality in 
Germany.

This is just one example of 
the persistence of racism in Ger-
many at this time and how it 
impacted the black soldiers and 
their acquaintances. 

Black Americans reduced the 
situation to a pithy phrase: in 
Germany, the “Sturmabteilung” 
(SA) persecuted the Jews and in 
America, the blacks were lynched. 
Is that a fair comparison?

In the 1930s, before anyone had 
any idea of the extent to which the 
Nazis would ignite racial hatred, 
the American press was reporting 
on the comparison. The Urban 
League magazine Opportunity for 
example, wrote that it of course 
understood the difference between 
American racism and the race laws 
in Germany. The former repre-
sented the laws and “traditions” 
of discrimination and violence in 
force in the South and the latter 
were enacted by the German state. 
But for the victim of a lynch mob, 
what is the difference between a 
society that doesn’t care about 
a black American’s life and a 
murder that appears to be backed 
by national law? 

Journalists working for the black 
press certainly had to use strong 
words to promote their cause. But 
once again, was the Nazi compari-
son appropriate?

Let me make the issue more 
straightforward. After 1945, when 
the photos of the Holocaust were 
published, black soldiers said that 
the situation had been much worse 
than they had imagined. But they 
also recognized it as a consequence 
of racism – something that they 
also had at home.

At the time, Hitler’s Germany 
was in the international spotlight, 
because of the Nuremberg Laws 
as well as the genocide it perpe-
trated. At the same time, Americans 
immediately abolished Germany’s 
race laws in 1945. However, after 
this, the American black press 
questioned why their government 
couldn’t do in Washington what it 
did in Germany; America’s South 
did not get rid of the Jim Crow laws 
until the 1960s. Peter H. Koepf
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Should They Be Allowed?
What happens when German historians research racism in America?

German historian 
Maria Höhn (picture) 
has taught at Vassar College in 
Poughkeepsie, New York since 
1996. Her book “GIs and Fräuleins” 
was published in 2002 (published 
in German as “Amis, Cadillacs und 
‘Negerliebchen’” by the Publishing 
Company for Berlin-Brandenburg 
in 2008).
Martin Klimke is a research fellow 
at the German Historical Institute in 
Washington, DC and the Heidelberg 
Center for American Studies at 
Heidelberg University. They have 
co-curated a photography exhibition 
currently at the Westrich Museum 
in Ramstein. Starting on July 19, 
it will travel to Frankfurt/Main, 
Munich, Heidelberg, Augsburg and 
Mainz and ultimately be hosted by 

the Representation of the State of Rhineland-Palatinate in Berlin as of Nov. 26. They are also 
in the process of compiling a digital archive (The Civil Rights Struggle, African American GIs 
and Germany) that documents the link between the experience of black soldiers in Germany 
and the progress of the civil rights movement in the U.S.: www.aacvr-germany.org. 
From Oct. 1-4, Vassar College will host the African American Civil Rights and Germany in 
the 20th Century conference.

and Germany) that documents the link between the experience of black soldiers in Germany 
and the progress of the civil rights movement in the U.S.: www.aacvr-germany.org. 
From Oct. 1-4, Vassar College will host the African American Civil Rights and Germany in 
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Milestones on the long way to equal rights: soldiers of an all-black 
fl ying squadron in World War II (above). The March on Washington 
on Aug. 13, 1963 (below).

When I was three, I used 
to sing “I’ll be there” 
emulating an adoles-
cent Michael Jackson. 

I was sure I would grow up to marry 
him (or so Mom tells it when she 
reminisces over my misspent youth).

And as a teenager, although I hung 
out with the ‘cool’ guitar-strumming 
folks at my Maryland high school 
and preferred Led Zeppelin and Pink 
Floyd, the King of Pop’s tunes cer-
tainly also narrated those years. 

So I wasn’t surprised at the shock 
and sadness that erupted when Jack-
son died last month. Though I wasn’t a 
huge fan, he was a fi xture in my life as 
in many others: from the radio and TV 
to the tabloid press, he was everywhere 
whether you wanted him to be or not.

I think what surprised me most was 
the reaction outside the U.S. to his 
death: In Berlin’s Alexanderplatz, 200 
plus candles were left by mourners 
(picture); European tabloids carried 
page after page of coverage of Jack-
son’s death (the local Berlin B.Z., 

a whopping 26 pages); in Copen-
hagen’s main square, 10,000 people 
gathered to listen to a cover band play 
“Thriller” and “Billie Jean.” Even 
European leaders such as French Presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy felt compelled to 
comment on his death. 

Of course, I expected Americans to 
react, even President Obama: Jackson 
might have fallen from grace but his 
stature was iconic in our culture. But 
I had forgotten how highly he was 
regarded around the world. 

In the past six years that I have lived 
in Germany, I often heard Jackson’s 
songs on German radio stations when 
they seemed to fade from DJs’ playlists 
at home. He has long privately visited 
Germany and even showed up on a 
popular show, “Wanna Bet?” My 
German boyfriend even has his song, 
“Heal the World” on his quartet’s fi rst 
album, played by four cellos.

What I also noticed was the differ-
ence in tenor between Americans and 
Europeans over Jackson’s death. While 
people on both sides of the Atlantic 

expressed sadness over the demise of 
a man that contributed so much to 
music and pop culture, it seemed as 
if every American’s comment alluded 
to the “tragic” Jackson, the sad state 
that he had descended to in his life: the 
strange appearance; the alleged drug 
abuse, the accusations of pedophilia 
and child abuse and so on. 

I think that refl ects how I felt: a 
sadness that he died accompanied by 
a wince at what his life had become. 
It was a ‘what a shame’ moment in 
many respects and it recalled another 
American great who passed away a few 
decades ago, his life in shambles: Elvis.

But Jackson’s death also made me 
realize something about Europeans 
in general, particularly Germans: 
They are very forgiving. When people 
fail, fall from grace, do stupid things, 
Americans hold a grudge, even in 
spite of a public contrition, no matter 
their accomplishments. We don’t like 
failure. In Europe, it appears as if such 
descents make people view the down-
trodden as more human, and they 

translate into vulnerability, human 
frailty and therefore likeableness.

I fi nd this concept, “Im-perfektionis-
mus” (relishing imperfection) as I call 
it, fascinating. It is an interesting idea 
that one’s faults and failures could 
actually make a person more win-
some: But then, when people trip, it 
brings them back down to the level of 
everyone else. And Germans like that.  

In fact, my boyfriend told me that 
German fans were very supportive 
when “Jacko the Wacko” faced charges 
on abusing children. He noted that the 
trial was just not that followed in Ger-
many in spite of his huge popularity. 
And he said that regarding Jackson’s 
many eccentricities, well, they were just 
generally swallowed and overlooked in 
the face of his enormous talent.

Well, in this case, it certainly seems 
that “Im-perfektionismus” is a bless-
ing in disguise: It reminds us that for-
giveness (or rather context) is divine. 
And as a result, it might permit some 
of us to simply mourn a fl awed man 
for his glory.  Jabeen Bhatti

June 2009

What, a U-Boat on the Ohio River?
In the interest of historical and journalistic accuracy, the au-
thor should not have omitted, in my opinion, the fact that, un-
like U.S. citizens of Japanese descent, a certain segment of 
the German-American population in the U.S. engaged in pub-
licly celebrating Nazi ideology. 
Their American neighbors witnessed events in which not only 
representatives of the German consulates and NSDAP min-
ions sent over from the old country participated in.
The role of many – certainly not all – so-called “German-Amer-
ican” organizations in the U.S. in the years leading up to the 
war, as willing or simply naive de facto propaganda platforms 
for the Nazi regime on U.S. soil, deserves a closer look.
Until that happens, or is at least acknowledged, I feel any com-
parisons with the fate of American citizens of Japanese heri-
tage are simply “unlauter” (not kosher).

Gerd Meissner,  from the article’s comments blog

June 2009

Ora et Labora: The Reformed 
Protestants in Germany and Europe
Could your reviewer not mention a landmark event in the his-
tory of Calvinism in Germany, namely the conversion of John 
Sigismund, Prince Elector of Mark Brandenburg, in 1613? 
Thereafter, the Hohenzollern monarchy remained staunchly 
Calvinist for the next two centuries. 
During this time, Calvinism permeated civil society. Prussian 
state offi  cials and civil service functionaries were drawn exclu-
sively from among adherents of Calvinism.

Elmer T. Magnuson, Cherry Farm, Dane Co. WI, via email

May 2009

German, Anyone?
Regarding the above piece about “a Berlin initiative to assist 
German language schools across the Atlantic,” a group of 19 
German school principals sent us the following response: 
“The guidelines that describe how a school can attain PASCH 
status are clearly delineated (see e.g. the German-language 
site www.pasch-net.de/ and www.pasch-net.de/udi/enindex.
htm in English). 
The PASCH Initiative has greatly enriched language schools in 
the U.S., as we gratefully acknowledge.”
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■ Kudos for Merkel
A report by ABC News puts it in a nutshell: Does the U.S. still 
need Germany? The night before the June 26 meeting with 
President Barack Obama, Chancellor Angela Merkel insisted 
that Germany very much needs America. “We know how impor-
tant it is to have an ally 
like the United States 
of America,” she said.

Merkel spoke in the 
Library of Congress 
where she received 
the Atlantik-Brücke’s 
10th Eric M. Warburg 
Award for strengthen-
ing transatlantic ties. 
Former Republican Senator Chuck Hagel of Nebraska intro-
duced her. During his 10 years in the Senate, Hagel took part in 
many events connected with Germany. He personifi es the part-
nership, Merkel said. 

Warburg, who died in 1990, was a German-American banker and 
the driving force behind the founding of Atlantik-Brücke in 1952. 
Working through a network of leaders, the group gets credit for its 
stellar service to the German American partnership. Warburg him-
self was the fi rst recipient of the award in 1988.  

■ New Bridge Builder
Friedrich Merz, a former parliamentary leader for the CDU, has 
been elected chairman of Atlantik-Brücke. Merz, 53, takes the 
reins at the group dedicated to strengthening German-Ameri-
can ties after vacating his seat in parliament following the Sept. 
27 federal elections. He succeeds Airbus President and CEO 
Thomas Enders. Merz’ goals include deepening cooperation 
with other American associations, he said. Atlantik-Brücke was 
founded in 1952 by Eric M. Warburg, a prominent German-born 
banker who emigrated to the U.S. in 1938.     
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German Stereotypes 
Perfectionism
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Maria Höhn and 
Martin Klimke, 
both German his-
torians, are causing 

quite a stir in the U.S. with their 
fi eld of research: the relationship 
between black American soldiers 
that served in Germany and the 
civil rights struggle in the U.S. In 
the former land of the Nazis of 
all places, black American GIs 
learned that their lives could be 
better than back home, where the 
law supported racial segregation. 
In Germany, they came and went 
as they pleased and could even 
date white women. This “unex-
pected freedom” that the soldiers 
experienced ended up stoking the 
civil rights movement back home.

The oldest, most renowned civil 
rights organization in the U.S., 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), will be offi cially pre-
senting the Julius E. Williams 
Distinguished Community Ser-
vice Award to Höhn and Klimke’s 
umbrella project (The Civil Rights 
Struggle, African American GIs, 
and Germany) in July. 

The Atlantic Times spoke with 
Höhn.

Ms. Höhn, you teach and do 
research on racism and the occu-
pying U.S. troops in postwar 
Germany. Should a German be 
allowed to write about that?

Maria Höhn: The main subject 
of my dissertation, which I com-
pleted in 1995, was racism between 
Germans and black American sol-
diers, particularly focusing on the 
Americans in Rhineland-Palatinate. 
During subsequent research, Amer-
ican war veterans told me that 
they had experienced Germany as 
a kind of liberation. They encour-
aged me to further explore the topic 
of American racism and the racial 
segregation that still existed in the 
military back then.

Of course, sometimes members 
of my American audience became 
outraged and indignant. I will never 
forget a woman who stood up and 
asked me how I, as a German, 
could dare to speak about racism 
in America. My fi ndings have also 
put a few dents in the myth of the 
“Greatest Generation.”

To what extent did the “German 
experience” impact the civil rights 
movement in the U.S.?

Germany was a very special 
place for black soldiers because 
in Germany, they experienced a 
society without legal restrictions 
based on race for the fi rst time. 
When they came to Germany, the 
land of Hitler and Nazism, they 
thought they would have a rough 
time as black soldiers. But in real-
ity, they experienced the exact 
opposite. The “black” press in 
the U.S. reported that the soldiers 
were being treated very well and 
that they could go into any bar or 
restaurant – and even date white 
women. Logically, the question 
that followed was: Why could 
Germany abolish segregationist 
legislation but not America?

Many of the great civil rights 
activists were in the military before 

they joined the civil rights move-
ment. They came back to Amer-
ica and although they had not 
been politically active previously, 
decided to commit their lives to 
civil rights. The NAACP had a 
growth spurt like never before at 
that time. 

And racism had disappeared 
from Germany with the swish of 
a magic wand?

Of course not! In Rhineland-
Palatinate for example, Holocaust 
survivors – the Eastern European 
Jews who arrived there with the 
Americans – ran many of the res-
taurants and clubs frequented by 
the soldiers. Anti-Semitism and 
racism in regard to the African 
American soldiers came to a head 
in the debates surrounding these 
clubs. Some people argued that 
by running clubs for black sol-
diers, the Jews were opening up 
the fl oodgates for immorality in 
Germany.

This is just one example of 
the persistence of racism in Ger-
many at this time and how it 
impacted the black soldiers and 
their acquaintances. 

Black Americans reduced the 
situation to a pithy phrase: in 
Germany, the “Sturmabteilung” 
(SA) persecuted the Jews and in 
America, the blacks were lynched. 
Is that a fair comparison?

In the 1930s, before anyone had 
any idea of the extent to which the 
Nazis would ignite racial hatred, 
the American press was reporting 
on the comparison. The Urban 
League magazine Opportunity for 
example, wrote that it of course 
understood the difference between 
American racism and the race laws 
in Germany. The former repre-
sented the laws and “traditions” 
of discrimination and violence in 
force in the South and the latter 
were enacted by the German state. 
But for the victim of a lynch mob, 
what is the difference between a 
society that doesn’t care about 
a black American’s life and a 
murder that appears to be backed 
by national law? 

Journalists working for the black 
press certainly had to use strong 
words to promote their cause. But 
once again, was the Nazi compari-
son appropriate?

Let me make the issue more 
straightforward. After 1945, when 
the photos of the Holocaust were 
published, black soldiers said that 
the situation had been much worse 
than they had imagined. But they 
also recognized it as a consequence 
of racism – something that they 
also had at home.

At the time, Hitler’s Germany 
was in the international spotlight, 
because of the Nuremberg Laws 
as well as the genocide it perpe-
trated. At the same time, Americans 
immediately abolished Germany’s 
race laws in 1945. However, after 
this, the American black press 
questioned why their government 
couldn’t do in Washington what it 
did in Germany; America’s South 
did not get rid of the Jim Crow laws 
until the 1960s. Peter H. Koepf
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Should They Be Allowed?
What happens when German historians research racism in America?

German historian 
Maria Höhn (picture) 
has taught at Vassar College in 
Poughkeepsie, New York since 
1996. Her book “GIs and Fräuleins” 
was published in 2002 (published 
in German as “Amis, Cadillacs und 
‘Negerliebchen’” by the Publishing 
Company for Berlin-Brandenburg 
in 2008).
Martin Klimke is a research fellow 
at the German Historical Institute in 
Washington, DC and the Heidelberg 
Center for American Studies at 
Heidelberg University. They have 
co-curated a photography exhibition 
currently at the Westrich Museum 
in Ramstein. Starting on July 19, 
it will travel to Frankfurt/Main, 
Munich, Heidelberg, Augsburg and 
Mainz and ultimately be hosted by 

the Representation of the State of Rhineland-Palatinate in Berlin as of Nov. 26. They are also 
in the process of compiling a digital archive (The Civil Rights Struggle, African American GIs 
and Germany) that documents the link between the experience of black soldiers in Germany 
and the progress of the civil rights movement in the U.S.: www.aacvr-germany.org. 
From Oct. 1-4, Vassar College will host the African American Civil Rights and Germany in 
the 20th Century conference.
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Milestones on the long way to equal rights: soldiers of an all-black 
fl ying squadron in World War II (above). The March on Washington 
on Aug. 13, 1963 (below).

When I was three, I used 
to sing “I’ll be there” 
emulating an adoles-
cent Michael Jackson. 

I was sure I would grow up to marry 
him (or so Mom tells it when she 
reminisces over my misspent youth).

And as a teenager, although I hung 
out with the ‘cool’ guitar-strumming 
folks at my Maryland high school 
and preferred Led Zeppelin and Pink 
Floyd, the King of Pop’s tunes cer-
tainly also narrated those years. 

So I wasn’t surprised at the shock 
and sadness that erupted when Jack-
son died last month. Though I wasn’t a 
huge fan, he was a fi xture in my life as 
in many others: from the radio and TV 
to the tabloid press, he was everywhere 
whether you wanted him to be or not.

I think what surprised me most was 
the reaction outside the U.S. to his 
death: In Berlin’s Alexanderplatz, 200 
plus candles were left by mourners 
(picture); European tabloids carried 
page after page of coverage of Jack-
son’s death (the local Berlin B.Z., 

a whopping 26 pages); in Copen-
hagen’s main square, 10,000 people 
gathered to listen to a cover band play 
“Thriller” and “Billie Jean.” Even 
European leaders such as French Presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy felt compelled to 
comment on his death. 

Of course, I expected Americans to 
react, even President Obama: Jackson 
might have fallen from grace but his 
stature was iconic in our culture. But 
I had forgotten how highly he was 
regarded around the world. 

In the past six years that I have lived 
in Germany, I often heard Jackson’s 
songs on German radio stations when 
they seemed to fade from DJs’ playlists 
at home. He has long privately visited 
Germany and even showed up on a 
popular show, “Wanna Bet?” My 
German boyfriend even has his song, 
“Heal the World” on his quartet’s fi rst 
album, played by four cellos.

What I also noticed was the differ-
ence in tenor between Americans and 
Europeans over Jackson’s death. While 
people on both sides of the Atlantic 

expressed sadness over the demise of 
a man that contributed so much to 
music and pop culture, it seemed as 
if every American’s comment alluded 
to the “tragic” Jackson, the sad state 
that he had descended to in his life: the 
strange appearance; the alleged drug 
abuse, the accusations of pedophilia 
and child abuse and so on. 

I think that refl ects how I felt: a 
sadness that he died accompanied by 
a wince at what his life had become. 
It was a ‘what a shame’ moment in 
many respects and it recalled another 
American great who passed away a few 
decades ago, his life in shambles: Elvis.

But Jackson’s death also made me 
realize something about Europeans 
in general, particularly Germans: 
They are very forgiving. When people 
fail, fall from grace, do stupid things, 
Americans hold a grudge, even in 
spite of a public contrition, no matter 
their accomplishments. We don’t like 
failure. In Europe, it appears as if such 
descents make people view the down-
trodden as more human, and they 

translate into vulnerability, human 
frailty and therefore likeableness.

I fi nd this concept, “Im-perfektionis-
mus” (relishing imperfection) as I call 
it, fascinating. It is an interesting idea 
that one’s faults and failures could 
actually make a person more win-
some: But then, when people trip, it 
brings them back down to the level of 
everyone else. And Germans like that.  

In fact, my boyfriend told me that 
German fans were very supportive 
when “Jacko the Wacko” faced charges 
on abusing children. He noted that the 
trial was just not that followed in Ger-
many in spite of his huge popularity. 
And he said that regarding Jackson’s 
many eccentricities, well, they were just 
generally swallowed and overlooked in 
the face of his enormous talent.

Well, in this case, it certainly seems 
that “Im-perfektionismus” is a bless-
ing in disguise: It reminds us that for-
giveness (or rather context) is divine. 
And as a result, it might permit some 
of us to simply mourn a fl awed man 
for his glory.  Jabeen Bhatti

June 2009

What, a U-Boat on the Ohio River?
In the interest of historical and journalistic accuracy, the au-
thor should not have omitted, in my opinion, the fact that, un-
like U.S. citizens of Japanese descent, a certain segment of 
the German-American population in the U.S. engaged in pub-
licly celebrating Nazi ideology. 
Their American neighbors witnessed events in which not only 
representatives of the German consulates and NSDAP min-
ions sent over from the old country participated in.
The role of many – certainly not all – so-called “German-Amer-
ican” organizations in the U.S. in the years leading up to the 
war, as willing or simply naive de facto propaganda platforms 
for the Nazi regime on U.S. soil, deserves a closer look.
Until that happens, or is at least acknowledged, I feel any com-
parisons with the fate of American citizens of Japanese heri-
tage are simply “unlauter” (not kosher).

Gerd Meissner,  from the article’s comments blog

June 2009

Ora et Labora: The Reformed 
Protestants in Germany and Europe
Could your reviewer not mention a landmark event in the his-
tory of Calvinism in Germany, namely the conversion of John 
Sigismund, Prince Elector of Mark Brandenburg, in 1613? 
Thereafter, the Hohenzollern monarchy remained staunchly 
Calvinist for the next two centuries. 
During this time, Calvinism permeated civil society. Prussian 
state offi  cials and civil service functionaries were drawn exclu-
sively from among adherents of Calvinism.

Elmer T. Magnuson, Cherry Farm, Dane Co. WI, via email

May 2009

German, Anyone?
Regarding the above piece about “a Berlin initiative to assist 
German language schools across the Atlantic,” a group of 19 
German school principals sent us the following response: 
“The guidelines that describe how a school can attain PASCH 
status are clearly delineated (see e.g. the German-language 
site www.pasch-net.de/ and www.pasch-net.de/udi/enindex.
htm in English). 
The PASCH Initiative has greatly enriched language schools in 
the U.S., as we gratefully acknowledge.”
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■ Kudos for Merkel
A report by ABC News puts it in a nutshell: Does the U.S. still 
need Germany? The night before the June 26 meeting with 
President Barack Obama, Chancellor Angela Merkel insisted 
that Germany very much needs America. “We know how impor-
tant it is to have an ally 
like the United States 
of America,” she said.

Merkel spoke in the 
Library of Congress 
where she received 
the Atlantik-Brücke’s 
10th Eric M. Warburg 
Award for strengthen-
ing transatlantic ties. 
Former Republican Senator Chuck Hagel of Nebraska intro-
duced her. During his 10 years in the Senate, Hagel took part in 
many events connected with Germany. He personifi es the part-
nership, Merkel said. 

Warburg, who died in 1990, was a German-American banker and 
the driving force behind the founding of Atlantik-Brücke in 1952. 
Working through a network of leaders, the group gets credit for its 
stellar service to the German American partnership. Warburg him-
self was the fi rst recipient of the award in 1988.  

■ New Bridge Builder
Friedrich Merz, a former parliamentary leader for the CDU, has 
been elected chairman of Atlantik-Brücke. Merz, 53, takes the 
reins at the group dedicated to strengthening German-Ameri-
can ties after vacating his seat in parliament following the Sept. 
27 federal elections. He succeeds Airbus President and CEO 
Thomas Enders. Merz’ goals include deepening cooperation 
with other American associations, he said. Atlantik-Brücke was 
founded in 1952 by Eric M. Warburg, a prominent German-born 
banker who emigrated to the U.S. in 1938.     
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